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pleasantest of Mitchel's life. Suddenly relieved of
the irksome duties of a clerk, and the necessity for
earning his own liying, with nothing to interfere
with his disposition to live, for a few years at least,
a student's life, his lot was certainly very pleasing.
Then there was something in the surroundings calcu-
lated to influence a certain poetic dreaminess, which,
singularly enough, was found among the restless
traits of his character. There is no more beautiful
scenery in America, probably not in the world, than
about West Point. The high hills on either bank of
the Hudson, the level plateau around whose rocky
shores the river bends, furnishing a view of its sur-
face northward, for miles, dotted with sails and steam-
ers, all combine to render West Point a beautiful
spot. In summer, upon the quiet air one constantly
hears sounds of music from the Academy band, or the
metallic ring of arms, or the distant boom of a gun
in target practice, while above the broad level plain,
against the sky, floats the national flag. Under this
flag Mitchel was cared for and educated, at that sus-
ceptible period when men are most readily influenced.
Here his ideas of his duty to the state were formed,
and here he imbibed a patriotism that grew stronger
with every year he lived.

Mitchel's class (1829) has often been spoken of
as u that celebrated class." Several of its members
became distinguished, and a large proportion of those
who reached middle life became prominent, and occu-
pied positions of considerable trust. When the stand-
ing of the class was announced on the 30th of June,
1829, the name of Charles Mason headed the class.
Robert E. Lee stood second. Thirteenth came the
name of Joseph E. Johnston, while fifteenth in ad passed at West Point was among the
